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A Christian Perspective on Death 
The Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer offers the following perspective on death and the 
burial service: 
 
“The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the resurrection.  Because 
Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by 
joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8.37-39). 
 
Our assurance as Christians, as our scriptures and tradition teach us, is that we are a people who live 
in hope, “with confidence in newness and fullness of life,” knowing that in death “life is changed, 
not ended,” and that “there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.”  In 
everlasting life, as the Prayer Book Catechism teaches “we are united with all the people of God, in 
the joy of fully knowing and loving God and each other.” 
 
 
At the Time of Death 
When a member of the Christian community is near death, the clergy should be notified in order 
that the ministrations of the Church may be provided, including “Ministration at the Time of 
Death” and “Prayers for A Vigil.” 
 
 
Arranging a Funeral 
It is very helpful to leave clear instructions regarding personal wishes for one’s funeral.  A form for 
this purpose is part of this booklet and should be kept with one’s personal papers.  Also, it is helpful 
for the parish to retain a copy of one’s instructions in a confidential file.  Consultation with the 
clergy is appropriate and encouraged. 



 
Burial from the Church 
Christians are properly buried from the church, not a funeral home.  In the church we gather around 
the symbols of our faith and are joined by the gathered Christian community.  Funerals are arranged 
at a time convenient for the family, church, and funeral director. 
 
 
Burial and Cremation 
Ground burial and cremation are both acceptable options in The Episcopal Church.  When the body 
is present in the church the coffin is closed before the service begins and remains closed thereafter.  
It is traditional to cover the coffin with an ornamental funeral pall (provided by the church), an 
ancient symbol of our equality in Christ.  The body is received at the church door, prayers are 
offered for the deceased and those who mourn, and the coffin is covered with the pall before the 
service begins. 
 
Cremation may take place after the body has been present in the church for a funeral.  Funeral 
directors will arrange for a simple, inexpensive cremation casket. 
 
If cremation has preceded the funeral service, it is appropriate that the cremated remains are present 
for the liturgy.  Cremated remains may be interred in the Grace Church Columbarium at the 
conclusion of the funeral service while the congregation sings a hymn.  After final prayers, the family 
exits with the clergy and receives guests at a reception in either the Guild Hall or North Room. 
 
If the cremated remains are not immediately interred in the Grace Church Columbarium, 
arrangements should be made for the reverent burial or dispersal of the cremated remains. 
 
 
The Funeral Liturgy 
When planning a funeral service, keep in mind that a Christian funeral is something more than a 
secular Memorial Service.  While we gather to celebrate a human life we are very much aware of the 
power of grief and the solemn nature of the gathering.   Some funerals celebrate a long and happy 
life.  Other funerals commemorate tragedy and untimely death.   A Christian funeral acknowledges 
both the joyful gift of life and the sad reality of death. 
 
The funeral service may be the Burial Office (in traditional or contemporary language) or the Burial 
Office with Holy Communion.  The Burial Office is found on pages 468-507 in The Book of 
Common Prayer.  
 
Suggested scripture readings and psalms are given.  Appropriate readings from other sources, in 
addition to the Bible, may also be included in consultation with the clergy.  A member of the clergy 
will preach a homily at the service, unless specifically asked to omit the homily.  One, or maximum 
two, family members or friends may offer a brief eulogy or reflection.  Experience dictates that more 
speakers diminish rather than enhance the service. 
 
 
 



Music 
Music is appropriate for the occasion.  Easter hymns are particularly appropriate at funerals, as well 
as hymns from the Burial section of The Hymnal 1982.  Personal hymn favorites are equally 
appropriate.  Generally, hymns should be drawn from the resources of the church and express the 
hope and faith that Christians affirm in the face of death.  Favorite secular tunes and songs are more 
appropriate for the reception. 
 
 
Flowers and Charitable Donations 
Flowers for the Altar should be discussed with the Parish Administrator who will contact one of the 
parish florists.  Additional flower arrangements are an unnecessary expense.  A Christian funeral 
should encourage gifts and memorial remembrances to specified charities in lieu of flowers.  A list of 
selected charities with addresses and websites will be included in the funeral bulletin. 
 
 
The Columbarium 
The Grace Church Columbarium is available as a final, sacred resting place for cremated remains.  
Details regarding Columbarium burial may be obtained from the parish office. 
 
 
Making a Will  
Mindful that all we have comes form God, the Prayer Book teaches “the duty of all persons to make 
wills, while they are in health, arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if 
they are able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses (page 445).  Accordingly, we invite 
our members to remember Grace Church Brooklyn Heights in their wills. 
 
Grace Church Endowment Fund 
Bequests given to Grace Church Brooklyn Heights will help build up our endowment and ensure the 
continuance of the congregation’s mission and ministry in Brooklyn Heights and beyond.   The 
proper form for bequests is:  “I bequeath all (or a ___ percent) of my residuary estate to the Rector, Wardens, 
and Vestry of Grace Church Brooklyn Heights, 254 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201.” 
 
 
Grace Church Memorial Fund and Music Fund 
Gifts in memory of deceased loved ones and friends (whether or not members of Grace Church) 
may be made to the parish Memorial Fund.  These funds are used to purchase items for permanent 
use in the church, often in worship and music.  Gifts may be designated to the Memorial Fund or 
Music Fund.  The family of the person memorialized is notified that a memorial gift has been made 
in their loved one’s honor.  Donations are tax deductible.  Donation amounts are not shared with 
family members of the deceased. 
 
 
Costs Related to Funerals 
There is no cost for the burial of a member of the parish.  No one is obligated to pay the church for 
pastoral services. 



 
However, there are often costs related to funerals, particularly when followed by a reception, 
including flowers, custodial fees, and special music.  A list of possible expenses and suggested 
donations is available from the parish office. 
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FUNERAL AND BURIAL INFORMATION 
 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION.  THANK YOU. 
 

Name (full, no initials)  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________________________________________________  
 
E-mail _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth ________________________ Place of Birth__________________________  
 
Spouse’s or Partner’s Name 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
To assist those responsible for the arrangement of my burial, I make the following requests: 
 

1. I wish to have the service held in the 
 
       Church _______________________Other Location________________________ 
 

2. I prefer the following funeral director or burial society: 
        
         ________________________________________________________________ 

 Address___________________________________________________________ 

 Phone____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. I have (have not) consulted with this funeral director or burial society and have (have 
not) given these instructions: 

  Casket preference: _____________________________________________ 

  Vault preference: ______________________________________________  

Cremation requested: ___________________________________________    

Urn preference: _______________________________________________   

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  If burial of ashes is desired in the Grace Church Columbarium, no special urn is 
required.  Ashes are delivered in the appropriate container from the crematorium or funeral home.  
There is no need to purchase an urn or container.  Ashes are to be delivered directly to the church for 
safekeeping until the funeral and burial. 

 

Other directions________________________________________________________ 

 



 4. I wish to have the following service: 

  ____ Burial Office, Rite I ____ with Holy Communion 

  ____ Burial Office, Rite II ____ with Holy Communion 

  ____ Burial Office for Those Who Do Not Profess Christian Faith 

  ____ I want my body present for the service 

  ____ I want my ashes present for the service 

  _____I do not wish my body or ashes present for the service 

 
 5. I do (do not) wish to have traditional calling hours at a funeral home with my casket 
open (closed). 
 
 6. I request that instead of flowers (other than Altar flowers) contributions be made to the 
following charities: 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 7. I would like to make the following suggestions as to material to be used in the Burial 
Office.  (You may want to consult with a member of the clergy about these selections.   The 
Burial Office also gives some guidance in the rubrics and especially in relation to suggested 
scripture readings in The Book of Common Prayer on pages 470-480 and 494-495.) 

 

Scriptural passages________________________________________________________ 

Prayers________________________________________________________________ 

Music/Hymns____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

Other Requests 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 8. A homily will be presented by the clergy, unless there is a specific request for no homily.  
In addition, if desired, no more than one or two brief eulogies may be given by a family member 
or friend.  If additional eulogies are desired, they may be offered at a reception. 

I do (do not) want a eulogy at my burial.  If so, by whom?  

________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 9. I request interment to be in___________________________________Cemetery 



 

Location __________________________________________________________ 
 

I (my family) own lot number ______________I do not own a lot_______________ 
 
10. I will be cremated and request that my ashes be placed in  
 

____The Grace Church Columbarium 
 
          I have (have not) purchased a columbarium niche. 
 

____I prefer my ashes to be buried or scattered at___________________________ 
 
11. I have requested that my body or certain organs be donated to medical science and 
have made the following specific provisions  

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. I have a will and it may be found  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. I have a Health Care Proxy and it may be found  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Persons who are important or near to me are: 

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________ 

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________  

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________  

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________  

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________  

 _______________________________________ Relationship ____________  

 

15. My lawyer is  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 



16. My doctor is 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

17.  ____ I have remembered Grace Church in my will and am therefore a member of The 

Legacy Society. 

 

18. Possible Pallbearers, if needed, are_______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

19 .Other Requests or Helpful Information for my survivors 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signed this ____________day of ___________________________, 20_______________ 

 

Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ Witness 

________________________________________________ Witness 

 

 
This is not a legal document but an expression of personal desires regarding 
funeral and burial preferences.  A copy should be made for one’s personal files.  
A copy is kept in a confidential file in the Rector’s Office and is used with 
survivors in planning a funeral.  This form may be amended at any time. 

 


