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Who We Are
Founded in 1847, Grace Church Brooklyn Heights is a vital Christian community that in the name of God
unconditionally welcomes and embraces all who come through our doors. We are committed to the way
of life represented by Jesus Christ and hold out its values for all who seek God and a life of spiritual depth
and service to the world. Men and women alike serve in positions of leadership at Grace, and we strive to
maintain a racially and ethnically diverse congregation.
During late Fall 2016, we conducted a parish-wide survey and received 241 anonymous responses, which
provided much of the information described in this profile. In particular, of parishioners who completed
the survey, 36% were age 65 or older; 45% were between 40 and 64, and 18% were 39 or younger.
Judging by attendance at our Sunday services and by the households who regularly pledge to our Annual
Giving campaign, we actually have a higher percentage of younger members in the parish.
There is an observable age difference on Sundays between the majority of attendees at our 9:15 am
Family Service and our 11:00 am service, with older parishioners much more visible at 11:00. A large
proportion of the people at the 9:15 service have been coming to Grace for five years or less, while 70% of
the parishioners who according to the survey attend the 11:00 service have been attending for decades.
Grace parishioners come not only from Brooklyn Heights and the adjoining neighborhoods immediately
to the south (Cobble Hill and Carroll Gardens), southeast (Boerum Hill) and north (DUMBO), but
increasingly from all over Brooklyn, with a sprinkling of parishioners from Manhattan or other boroughs.
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The vast majority of parishioners are married or in long-term partnered relationships. Many of our
members are active or retired professionals, representing the banking, investment and service industries,
law firms, academic institutions and the like — but we also have artists, writers, government employees
and members from the not-for-profit world.
While Brooklyn Heights is an affluent neighborhood, and 41% of our survey respondents who answered
the question about annual income reported incomes of $200,000 or higher, many parishioners are not
affluent, and many struggle to get along in a city with a high cost of living.
Regardless of the service we attend, people at Grace share an appreciation for the joy of worshipping
together, the opportunity to reflect on life’s deepest meaning in the context of our liturgical traditions
and the time spent in singing, praying and contemplation. We all share an appreciation of the Book of
Common Prayer’s worship services in a broad-church setting; fine preaching that connects our lives with
the Scriptural story and points us out toward the world in relevant ways; and the sense of community
that is restored every Sunday.
Children are becoming a highly valued part of actual worship, especially at our 9:15 Family Service, which
might fairly be called a holy circus. This is an exciting growing edge for us and we are coalescing around it.
Our beautiful building is an invaluable asset. It lends great strength and dignity to the parish’s sense of
community in the present, and it also provides a palpable sense of connection with Grace parishioners
back through time. The sanctuary exudes holiness and peace, a sacred continuity.
Grace parishioners also value their pastoral relationships with clergy, and especially value warmth,
accessibility and intelligence in a clergyperson.
Music is a high value at Grace, and we are very proud of our Parish Choir. Our Organist/Choirmaster is
held in high esteem. Our music is consistently superb, and serves to build community as well as uplift the
spirit during worship.

Our Mission and Ministries
We strive to be a community of radical welcome, faithful worship and compassionate service. Grace was
one of the first Episcopal churches to bless same-sex unions and, later, to celebrate those marriages.
The liturgical style at Grace — determinedly “low church” three decades ago, when the late-morning
service took the form of Rite I Morning Prayer all but one Sunday a month — has gradually become
“broad church.” All services are supported by trained lay liturgical and Eucharistic ministers, who read
Holy Scripture and the Prayers of the People, assist at the altar and help administer Holy Communion to
the congregation. Altar Guild volunteers work every Sunday to prepare the chancel for Sunday’s worship
services. In 2014 nine new Communion Rail kneelers, needlepointed with ecclesiastically symbolic flower
design, were dedicated following a 12-year project by members of the Needlework Guild.
Grace is also privileged to be a field placement site for seminarians, and both men and women in training
for ministry over the years have assisted at services as well as in parish life, and have been invited to
preach.

Sunday and Weekday Worship Services
Sunday services begin with an 8 am Rite II Eucharist in the chancel choir stalls, with organ music and
hymns. It is usually attended by 15 to 20 parishioners, 54% of them age 40 to 64, according to Parish
Survey responses, and 43% over 65. More than half have been coming to Grace for over 10 years. It is
followed by a family-style sit-down Coffee Hour in the Guild Hall.
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Next, at 9:15, is a Eucharist service tailored to
families with young children that was begun in
2013, when the main building was undergoing
major renovation, and the Guild Hall, being used
temporarily for services, could not house the full
number of regular 11:00 worshippers. The Family
Service, with both liturgy and homily adapted
to address and involve the children directly,
has been wildly successful, attracting well over
100 attendees a week, including the children.
Coffee Hour for this service gives young parents
an opportunity to visit among themselves while
children over four years old attend Sunday School.
As mentioned above, many worshippers at the
more formal 11:00 Rite II Eucharist service have
been coming for many years, but there are always
new faces in our midst. For the past two years
everyone at the 11:00 has been warmly received
at the door by designated greeters, an innovation
that we hope to expand to other services. We
are now introducing a practice of providing
attendees with magnetic name tags, which we
hope will help us get to know one another better
as we grow. The Parish Choir sings at this service,
except during the summer months. Since the
introduction of the Family Service, the 11:00
service now averages about 110 worshippers, but
there are often 200 or more on special Sundays,
such as Rally Day, and at Christmastime and
Easter the church frequently overflows.
Except during the summer, there is also a Tuesday morning Rite II Eucharist service at 10:00 attended by
2 to 5 people. We are reassessing this service during the transition year.

Sunday School
Following the Family Service, volunteer parishioners teach Sunday School classes for children from prekindergarten age through sixth-graders. The Godly Play ministry engages the youngest — pre-K through
grade one — in the joy and wonder found in religious teachings. Second- through sixth-grade students
use the “Living the Good News” curriculum, which is based on readings from a children’s Bible. We are
working on developing a new Sunday School program for sixth-graders and older, and on recruiting
additional teachers. With growing numbers of young families, we need a strong children’s program.

Other Spiritual Ministries
Trained Healing Prayer volunteers are available during the 8:00, 9:15 and 11:00 Sunday morning services
for those wanting laying-on of hands and prayers for strength, grace and healing in body, mind or spirit.
Lay Eucharistic Visitors regularly bring consecrated bread and wine to the homebound, hospitalized or
others unable to attend on Sunday.
The Centering Prayer group, led by a spiritual director who is also co-coordinator of Contemplative
Outreach New York, has been meeting in the chapel area of the church for a decade on Tuesday
evenings, except in summer, to practice silent prayer and engage in Lectio Divina. It is often attended by
people from outside the church and of other faiths. A Bereavement Group led by parishioners also meets
for prayer and discussion twice a month on Sundays.
Education for Ministry (EfM) is a ministry formation and theological education program for lay persons.
EfM meets once a week except in summer, and currently includes about a dozen students and two
trained mentors who help participants learn to express their faith as they experience day-to-day events in
a complex and confusing world. EfM has been offered at Grace since 2010.

Educational Programs for Adults
Bible Study is held on Tuesday mornings much of the year, led by Grace clergy or visiting scholars. This
group, which has been meeting for a number of years, draws attendees from outside the parish as well as
Grace congregants.
In Fall 2016 the Interim Rector began a Parenting series — forums at which parents can talk about the
problems and joys of family life in the context of the young adult’s spiritual search for wholeness and
meaning. This has become an ongoing, weekly group. In early 2017 she introduced a new series of
conversational forums on the subject of Wise Aging.
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Parish Community Life
Maintaining a sense of cohesion and a vision of the parish as a whole is an important challenge, since
many parishioners regularly worship at a particular service and don’t often have the opportunity to
meet those from other services. That is partly achieved by annual communal events like the Parish
Harvest Dinner in the fall, which is preceded by smaller pre-dinner gatherings in parishioners’ homes;
the WinterFair in February; and the Spring Gala and Silent Auction in April or May. The Fair and the Gala/
Auction are both well established, festive events that draw large numbers of volunteers from across the
broad range of our parish, build community spirit and raise substantial sums of money. These two events
are also big draws for Heights residents as well as people from the neighboring communities.
Lower-profile but equally popular events, like the biannual lunches for “Seniors, Retirees and Opinionated
Elders” and receptions for new members, also seek to strengthen parish bonds. Parents of young children
at Grace enjoy periodic Stroller Group events, both social and spiritual gatherings. We also have a 20s/30s
group.
Coffee Hours after all the Sunday services are also occasions for welcoming newcomers and building a
sense of community that embraces everyone. Grace has been making efforts to involve more volunteers
to host these occasions and utilize them more effectively. On special occasions, such as following Lessons
and Carols or an Evensong, a festive candlelight reception may be held. A fancy Sunday brunch may also
be prepared in lieu of the post-11:00 Coffee Hour to commemorate a special birthday or retirement, or
honor a distinguished guest. Parish-wide barbeques are held in the late spring, and on Rally Day in the fall.

Parish Profile 2017
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Choral Music Program
Music has always been extremely important to worship
at Grace, which had a boychoir in the 19th century and
a choir school in the mid-20th. Now made up of 37 men
and women, including eight paid section leaders, the
adult Parish Choir has a varied repertoire, from early to
contemporary music, from plainchant to Gospel music and
spirituals, and is widely known to be among the best in
New York City. The choir and the Organist-Choirmaster of
the past 25 years, Paul Richard Olson, seek to celebrate a
diversity of styles while preserving the rich classical music
legacy of the Episcopal Church.
The choir sings at the annual Lessons and Carols service just
before Christmas, an eagerly awaited highlight of the church
year that is attended by parishioners and neighbors alike.
It also sings at special services such as during Holy Week,
occasional Evensong services and at weddings or funerals

at the family’s request. For many years
Grace has hosted weekly community
Hymn Sings led by Mr. Olson each
August, and in Spring 2016 the Parish
Choir participated in a joint program of
the Hymn Society in the US and Canada,
with the choir of neighboring Plymouth
Church. Fifteen children between the
ages of 4 and 10 also participate in a
lively children’s choral program; they
sing occasionally at Sunday worship.

The Austin Organ
Grace Church is the proud owner of
a custom-built, 69-rank Austin organ
with more than 3,000 pipes.
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Outreach Programs — Caring for Others
Outreach on the local, national and international levels has long been a vital part of Grace’s mission.
Every November, as participants in an Interfaith Shelter program with two other Heights churches, Grace
hosts 8 to 12 homeless men Monday through Friday nights. Volunteers from the parish bring homecooked meals, eat dinner with the men and sleep overnight in a separate room in the church. With food
provided by the Heights and Hills community support organization, Grace serves a Thanksgiving feast
every year to scores of neighboring senior citizens of all faiths. At the 2016 dinner, youth from Grace
and local synagogues and mosques baked and served the pies, following up with a meditation on the
meaning of their interfaith service.
Throughout the year, every day of the week, Grace makes its facilities available to community recovery
groups: Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, Narcotics Anonymous and Couples in Recovery have for many
years held their meetings here.
There are people in every neighborhood who need assistance. A small team of parishioners coordinate
the support Grace provides to Community Help in Park Slope (CHiPS), a well-established soup kitchen
and shelter that in addition to meals offers temporary housing to young mothers getting back on their
feet. Parishioners additionally support this effort through contributions of money and donations of food
collected in the back of the church. Our Thanksgiving Day offering also goes to CHiPS.
In the wake of the extensive flooding in Brooklyn and Queens caused by Superstorm Sandy in 2013, we
provided teams of workers to help with local recovery, as we had done in previous years for victims of
Hurricanes Katrina in New Orleans and Irene in upstate New York. Other local outreach efforts have been
dedicated to the Ali Forney Center for LGBTQ youth in Manhattan, Habitat for Humanity and Sheltering
Arms Children and Family Services.

Grace has for several years been an active
participant in a large community improvement
group, East Brooklyn Congregations (EBC). The Rev.
F. Goldthwaite (“Goldy”) Sherrill, our long-serving
12th Rector, worked hard with Roman Catholic
Bishop Francis J. Mugavero and EBC advocating
for a program that resulted in building housing for
thousands of people in low-income neighborhoods
— houses they own and maintain themselves.
Under Goldy’s successors, Grace has continued to
provide financial support to EBC, and a small group
of volunteers from Grace and other congregations
provide tutoring, writing skills support and life
skills mentoring to public high school students in
the Brooklyn neighborhoods of East New York,
Bushwick and, more recently, Brownsville, where
in 2016 they worked with about 35 students from
Frederick Douglass Academy VII.
Parishioners respond to international need through
donations to Episcopal Relief and Development.
In past years there have also been a number of
mission trips, at the volunteers’ expense, to El
Hogar de Amor y Esperanza (“The Home of Love
and Hope”), a school and home for abandoned and
hopelessly poor children in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
Volunteers spend a week at the school, sharing
language, self-help, leadership and educational
skills with the boys and girls there.
Making parishioners more aware of these
efforts, and encouraging more volunteers and
donations, are essential to ensuring their ongoing
effectiveness.

Outreach Efforts —
Caring for Our Own
In addition to our spiritual ministries — which
range from Eucharistic ministries, to prayer, to
adult education — we try to help one another in
the challenges and occasional struggles of our
daily lives. Two active, ongoing Grace programs
are “Compassionate Cooks,” a parishioner team
that prepares and delivers healthy, home-cooked meals to Grace members who are ill, recently bereaved,
welcoming a new child or otherwise need a break from meal preparation; and our parishioner-led Sunday
afternoon yoga class, which is sometimes attended by non-parishioners as well.
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Our Historic Buildings
In a city where space is at a premium, Grace is blessed with three generous structures (though more
and more we, too, face space challenges). Our majestic Gothic Revival church was designed by the
noted architect Richard Upjohn and consecrated in 1849. It recently underwent an extensive renovation
that restored the original interior decorative elements, including its breathtaking starry ceiling.
The architecturally compatible Parish House was added in 1931. It houses our preschool, and
includes a large gymnasium, a choir practice room and two social rooms — the spacious, lightfilled Guild Hall with its wall of south-facing windows, and the cozy North Room with couches and a
fireplace. The church also owns a lovely private garden, located just across Grace Court.
Our fine Rectory, around the corner from the church, is a four-story single-family brownstone built
in 1844, with decorative fireplaces, space for entertaining and a backyard garden of its own. (See
photo, page 19.)

Parish Clergy
We are happy and proud to have called Anne Richards from retirement to serve as Interim at Grace.
Prior to stepping back from active service, she had been the Senior Assistant Rector at Saint Mark’s
Church in New Canaan, Connecticut; Chaplain of Grace Church School in Manhattan; Senior Assistant at
Grace Church Manhattan; and the Canon for Ministry Development at the Diocese of New York. Anne
earned her BA at Smith College, her MA at New York University and an MDiv with honors at General
Theological Seminary. Her spiritual roots are right here at Grace Church Brooklyn Heights, where she was
a parishioner as a young woman. We welcome Anne home.
Jim Hagen is a retired Episcopal priest who has served in parishes in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens.
Jim did his undergraduate studies at Mount Union College in Ohio, and went to Episcopal Divinity School
in Cambridge, Massachusetts for seminary. During his retirement he has taught at Bronx Community and
LaGuardia Community Colleges (CUNY) and worked with clergy and lay leaders of the Anglican Church of
El Salvador. He currently serves as Coordinator for Hispanic Ministries of the Third Order Franciscans, a
religious order in the Anglican Communion. His hobbies include music, traveling and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, in
whose land of origin he recently earned his black belt.

Parish Administration
Grace has a very modest administrative staff, consisting of one full-time Parish Administrator, and a
Financial Administrator and her assistant, who split their time with Grace Church School. Three Sextons
(one is part-time) and several part-time helpers maintain the building and support parish activities.
Each of the 15 elected Vestry members can serve up to two three-year terms. One-third of the Vestry are
younger parishioners. Every Vestry member is engaged in at least one parish activity, and most serve as
ministry liaisons or team leaders. Meetings are held once a month except in December and during the
summer.
The Vestry is supported by two Wardens, the Treasurer and the Clerk. Because the church staff is small,
the Treasurer and Wardens have assumed strong hands-on administrative roles. The Wardens meet
with the Rector weekly but have many more frequent meetings with each other, the Treasurer and the
ministry liaisons.
The Wardens’ duties include:
■ Working with the Treasurer and Rector on the annual budget
■ Serving as liaisons with Grace Church School
■ Overseeing and developing operating policies for Vestry approval
■ Overseeing maintenance projects and coordination of the Buildings and Grounds Committee
■ Significant involvement with capital projects and funds
■ Supervising enhancements to the administrative infrastructure, such as telephone and internet service,

the website and the membership database
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Parish Finances
Over the years, Grace Church members have responded enthusiastically to appeals for financial support
when the goals have been clear and well understood. In the late 1990s and early 2000s, they raised
several million dollars for the organ and repairs to numerous parts of the church building where the
aging brownstone was crumbling. More recently, they raised $5.2 million for the Capital Campaign
that financed the restoration of the church interior to its original glory in 2013–2014. A great many
structural renovation projects were accomplished, including a new copper roof, a lightning protection
system, rewiring of the entire church, new lighting in the sanctuary, a new sound system, repairs to the
foundation and cleaning the stained glass windows, as well as cleaning the 3000+ organ pipes and fixing
those that needed repair.
The operating budget has grown with programs and membership, from $728,000 in 2003 to nearly $1.4
million in 2016. Operating expenses — staff salaries, utility bills and worship-related and outreach costs
— are paid for with income from Grace Church School and other users; with financial income, most of it
from the Nagel Trust, which benefits Brooklyn Hospital as well as Grace; and with Annual Giving pledges
and plate contributions (about $758,000 in 2016).
Until the recent renovations were completed, the need for repairs to the building had led to sizeable
operating deficits, which averaged more than $139,000 a year from 2010 to 2014 and were largely
covered by invading capital and making withdrawals from the unrestricted endowment. This reduced
our unrestricted endowment from $1.15 million in 2003 to $686,000 at the end of 2016 (though we
anticipate augmenting it this year with the proceeds from a pending bequest of approximately $103,000).
Accordingly, we have been making determined efforts to reduce expenses, and have succeeded in
cutting these by about $91,000 from 2015 to 2016. When the Nagel Trust assets are transferred to direct
ownership and control by Grace (expected during 2017), we will have a restricted endowment of about
$4.2 million — but this must be carefully preserved.
We are acutely aware that to create a solid financial base, we need to grow in our stewardship. Pledges to
the Annual Giving campaign fell from 300 in 2014 to 266 in 2016, for a total of $626,056, well short of the
2016 goal of $820,000. (One of our neighborhood, and, therefore, parish challenges is that many young
families move to the suburbs when their children reach school age; retirees may move elsewhere as well.)
By far, most pledges have been much less than $5,000 a year — this in a parish where 41% of the 223
people who answered questions about household income in the Fall 2016 Parish Survey reported that
it was $200,000 or more. In 2015, only 28 pledges were for amounts between $5,000 and $14,999, and
four were for $15,000 or more. Hoping to significantly enhance our Annual Giving pledges, we have been
working hard on our stewardship efforts and have a dynamic chair for our 2017 Annual Giving campaign.
The Grace Church Legacy Society is made up of parishioners who, as part of their wills and advance
planning, bequeath investments, cash or property to Grace upon their death. With the recent Capital
Campaign now behind us, the Legacy Society will have a renewed, visible presence in the parish.
Finally, the Grace Brooklyn Heights Conservancy was established in 2012 to support the restoration of
and capital improvements to our historic buildings. As a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization distinct from
Grace Church itself, the Conservancy is able to receive contributions from organizations that could not
otherwise support religious institutions. Since its inception, the Conservancy has received almost $25,000
in matching grants from several major corporations.

Grace Church School
Grace Church School (GCS), which is owned by the church, is a beloved and treasured institution of
Grace Church. Founded in 1928 by twelve parish families, it has served Brooklyn children for generations,
currently serving about 150 children.
The educational philosophy of Grace Church School continues to be play based — rooted in providing
children with experiences that enable them to question, to explore, to create and to grow. GCS is nonsectarian and non-denominational, and welcomes children of all faiths, races and ethnic and economic
backgrounds.
The school is administered by a Director, Amy Morgano, the founder and long-time director of the Kaplan
School in mid-town Manhattan, who joined Grace Church School in 2015. It has an Assistant Director for
Administration, an Office Coordinator, a part-time Financial Administrator, a Coordinator of Teaching
and Learning and 22 full- and part-time teachers and specialists. There is a 15-member Advisory Board.
The school has an annual budget of about $1.9 million and contributes a significant sum to the annual
operating budget of Grace Church.
This is the final year for the kindergarten program at the GCS. The decision to discontinue the program
results in a better alignment of GCS with ongoing public and independent schools, where the main entry
point is kindergarten. In 2017-2018, GCS plans to offer a five-morning Two’s program as well as three-day
morning and afternoon Two’s classes. The school will offer one Extended Day Three’s class (9 am to 1:30
pm), in addition to half-day options, and will continue with two full-day pre-kindergarten classes. GCS also
offers a Together Time program for children not yet old enough for nursery school.
During school hours, school activities fill virtually the entire Parish House: classrooms, Gym, Library,
roof-top playrooms, and school offices. The Choir Room, Guild Hall and North Room are frequently used
by the school, but also used for some church functions throughout the week. A lovely garden across the
street from the church is also used as a play area for the children.
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The New Rector
As a congregation and as individuals, we at Grace Church Brooklyn Heights seek, with the help of the
Holy Spirit, to arrive at a deeper understanding of our faith, keeping it a vital part of our lives and always
remaining open to new ways of expressing it. Therefore we hope to find a new Rector who will be:
■

A spiritual leader and guide, one who will shepherd believers, seekers and non-believers alike

along their individual paths in their journeys of faith.
■

A caring pastor. We are looking for an approachable person with a warm and engaging

personality and a good sense of humor, one who cares about individual parishioners — all of them,
whether young or old — and is willing to show it by responding promptly and empathically when
they need counseling, comfort or spiritual guidance.
■

An experienced, imaginative leader. We seek a seasoned Rector with experience organizing

and overseeing many different ministries and liturgies, one who can mentor and guide lay leaders
and ministry heads so we might continue to revitalize and energize our ministries and bring newer
members into them. The successful candidate will have helped other medium- to large-sized
parishes grow and become strong, vibrant communities of faith, and will bring a deep reservoir of
knowledge and skills to Grace as well.

An insightful and inspiring preacher. Our new Rector should be a literate and persuasive
preacher who can help us deepen our Christian faith by relating Christ’s teachings to the lives and
experiences of parishioners, who live in the real world today.

■

■

An inspiring teacher, who can personally offer high-level Christian education experiences to

people of all ages, and who can provide other pastoral educational programs to enrich our lives.

■ A strong Sunday School advocate, who will engage, hands-on, in strengthening and growing
our programs, particularly for the increasing number of young children who will grow up in the
Episcopal Church.

A welcoming presence with open arms. We need our Rector to help Grace continue to try to
be more inviting — not just welcoming — to people of faith, to seekers and to visitors.

■

■

A strong advocate for social outreach, who can deepen our commitment to helping those

beyond our walls and expand opportunities for members of Grace to serve others.
■ A hands-on administrator who can capably oversee the business and administrative functions
of the parish. The new Rector is expected to supervise Grace Church staff; to facilitate capable and
efficient functioning of our operations; to ensure that personnel have the resources necessary to
effectively carry out their responsibilities; and to conduct annual performance evaluations.
■

An active stewardship leader. Grace needs a Rector who is willing to make clear to

parishioners the kind of material and financial commitments required of them to ensure a
successful future for the parish.
■

An effective communicator. The new Rector must be capable of exploring and initiating

better ways of communicating with parishioners, both in person and digitally through Grace’s
improved website and other technological channels. Everyone must feel welcomed and embraced
— singles, LGBTQ persons, families with young children, teenagers, empty-nesters, the childless, the
elderly and the infirm.
■

A discerning guide, one who has the ability to recognize when change is necessary, and to

make those changes wisely, sensitively and creatively.

A good neighbor. We expect our new Rector to live among us. Housing at the rectory (photo,
below right), a handsome four-story brick townhouse right around the corner at 65 Joralemon Street,
is part of Grace’s compensation package. This wonderful home will help our new Rector join us in
experiencing all the rewards of living in a complex, vital urban environment, despite the occasional
but inevitable frictions and frustrations.

■
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now rival Lincoln Center’s across the river. In our own
neighborhood, Bargemusic, an easy walk from the
north end of the Promenade, presents world-class
chamber music; and St. Ann’s Warehouse, in a newly
renovated waterfront building in nearby DUMBO
(“Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass”), is home to
avant-garde theater and other artistic productions.
Both these venues are part of the exciting new
Brooklyn Bridge Park, which transformed rundown
piers and industrial sites along 1.3 miles of the
waterfront at the foot of the Heights into a verdant,
landscaped recreational site with gardens, playing
fields and picnic areas, as well as a branch of the
Brooklyn Children’s Museum — all of which attract
thousands of people every day from all over the city.
A little farther north along the river, the old Brooklyn
Navy Yard has become a center for innovative hightech business enterprises and moviemaking. In fact,
filming is seemingly under way on one street or
another of the Heights almost every week, though not
always originating from a Navy Yard studio.

Brooklyn Heights and
the Borough of Brooklyn
Brooklyn Heights takes its name from a bluff rising high above the East River harbor. Like every other city
neighborhood, the Heights has played a unique role in the history of “the Borough of Churches.” And in
spite of post-World War II challenges, Brooklyn Heights — the first neighborhood to be granted Historic
District status by New York City’s Landmarks Preservation Commission, in 1965 — is now one of the most
desirable neighborhoods in the city. Brownstone rowhouses, elegant pre-war apartment buildings and
other architectural gems line its leafy blocks (photos, opposite page). Local shops on Montague Street give
the neighborhood a distinctly small-town feel, while a short walk to the Brooklyn Heights Promenade
(above) reveals a panoramic vista of lower Manhattan, the Statue of Liberty and the Brooklyn Bridge.
Brooklyn is hot! Not only the Heights, but Brooklyn as a whole, has become a magnet that draws young
people from other parts of the city and the entire country, to live, work, create, play or become an
entrepreneur, undeterred by real estate prices — rentals as well as sales — that have risen to levels
almost as high as Manhattan’s.
The cultural riches of Manhattan are easily accessible by the many subway lines that run through the
Heights, but one need not leave Brooklyn for art, music or culinary adventures. Restaurants offering all
kinds of ethnic food abound throughout the borough. The Brooklyn Museum is one of the best in the
country, and the Brooklyn Academy of Music (“BAM”) and its theater, cinema, music and dance programs

The new Brooklyn dynamism has not been without
strains. The influx of young professionals has raised
rents and property values to such levels that many
homeowners in neighborhoods like Williamsburg,
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and beyond have sold to
the newcomers and moved out. Tenants remaining
have trouble keeping up with skyrocketing rents.
The resulting gentrification has changed the
ethnic character of many areas, often making
longtime residents feel like strangers in their own
neighborhoods. For the most part that has not been
the case in the Heights, however, which has long
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been more affluent and far less diverse — or affordable — than most of the rest of Brooklyn. Politically,
voters in the Heights and its near neighbors in Assembly District 52 usually lean overwhelmingly to
Democratic candidates, even more so than Brooklyn as a whole.
So many new families have come to the Heights, to DUMBO (full of vacant buildings two decades ago;
thriving today) and to Cobble Hill that the public elementary schools — PS 8 in the North Heights and PS
29 in Cobble Hill — have become severely overcrowded. A city Department of Education plan to rezone
DUMBO families, mostly white, from PS 8 to PS 307, a well-appointed magnet school attended by many
children from a nearby public housing complex, has met resistance from both communities, for their own
very different reasons. Some Grace parishioners are seeking others to join them to try to build a broad
multi-racial coalition with other congregations and community voices in an effort to press the city to
commit to building new public schools to alleviate the problems.
There is no public intermediate (middle) school or high school in the Heights, though beyond its limits
Brooklyn has some excellent ones. For those who can afford them, private K–12 schools like St. Ann’s
School and the Packer Collegiate Institute in the Heights are both first-rate, and higher education
resources include St. Francis College on Remsen Street and St. Joseph’s College in nearby Clinton Hill.
Long Island University and New York City College of Technology are close by in the downtown area.
The closure of Long Island College Hospital (LICH) on Atlantic Avenue a couple of years ago was seen as a
setback to medical care, though other first-rate providers such as NYU Langone — which operates a 24/7
Emergency Department in the former LICH facilities — and Mt. Sinai Hospital have since opened branches
in the Heights and downtown Brooklyn. On the LICH site, developers’ plans to build skyscrapers for
condos and commercial use threaten to severely change the character of that northwest corner of quaint
Cobble Hill, as well as create more strains on public school and other infrastructure facilities.
In short, Brooklyn Heights and its near neighbors are communities where past and present come together
and sometimes clash, but whose people coexist in a uniquely vivid New York City way. In recent years,
guidebook-bearing foreign tourists who in the past never got beyond Manhattan have been venturing to
our side of the river to explore the Brooklyn streets and see how people from so many parts of the world
and so many cultures and faiths manage, for the most part, to live in harmony despite their differences.
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